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Summer 2022
Dear Friends,

Your committee
Thanks to everyone who attended our Annual General Meeting. The Friends’ committee for
2022-23 is as follows:
Jill Gauntlett - Chair
Emily Montague – Vice Chair
Stephen Henden - Treasurer
Neil Ellis – membership
Roland Green
Trevor Moore
Jackie Prescott
Nino Harvey-Jones

Thanks to our keynote speaker Steve Bolton,
Conservation Officer with Big City Butterflies. Don’t
miss his guided butterfly and moth event on 30th July
(more below). It’s free!

GOOD DEED FOR THE DAY: please do your bit to transfer your membership to the
Dulwich Park Friends Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)
Dulwich Park Friends now operates as a CIO. You will have received an email asking you to
refresh your membership arrangements. If you haven’t already done so (thanks to all who
have), it’s dead easy:
1. Cancel your existing standing order
Go to the DPF website https://dulwichparkfriends.org.uk/about/join-us/
and:
2. Complete a new membership form
3. Set up a Direct Debit using GO cardless (this will go to the CIO's new bank account)
Thank you for your help. If you don’t do this, regrettably your membership will lapse.

Dulwich Park Fair – rain did not stop play
Despite intermittent rain, the Fair proved yet again to be a resounding success. Thanks to
our fantastic team of volunteers spear-headed by Emily Montague: David, Maggie, Kate,
John, Ed, Trevor, Jill, Nino, Terry, Reg, Sara, Paul, Alex, Robert and Natasha. We worked
seamlessly with the Southwark team led by Will Walpole, supported by Robert Roach and
Andrea Pita.
Let the pictures speak for themselves…

New Head Gardener and Supervisor
We are delighted to introduce you to
Michael Pates who has been appointed as
the new Head Gardener and Supervisor at
Dulwich Park. Michael has been with park
contractors idverde for 17 years and knows
the Dulwich area well. We are looking
forward to working with him – speaking of
which…
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Corporate volunteer days start again in the Park after a two year absence
A group of volunteers from law firm, Norton Rose Fulbright, joined Michael in early June to
help clear brambles and weeds in the American Garden. It was great to be able to host this
activity after such a long gap necessitated by Covid. Despite a very warm day, great progress
was made.

Litter picking
Explore denizens of the park you didn’t know existed… Litter picking continues every
Monday (or Tuesday following a bank holiday). The record for the oldest piece of litter is a
crisp packet from 1983. No, they don’t degrade!
We meet at the Francis Peek Centre, car park side, at 7.50 for an 8am start. Wear gloves,
long sleeves and trousers. Your reward is a coffee supplied by the park café and the chance
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for a chat with our friendly bunch of regulars.

Dates for your diary:
24-26 June: Pub in the Park, info and tickets here:
https://www.pubintheparkuk.com/dulwich
30 July from 10am-12.30pm. *FREE* Guided butterfly and moth event: Steve Bolton of Big
City Butterflies will be arranging a moth trap overnight 29-30 July. You can join us to see
what moths have been attracted to the trap – they will of course be released back into the
undergrowth unharmed once identified. This will be followed by a guided walk around the
park to understand about the visitor species and their ideal habitat (especially the key food
plants needed for their caterpillars (larvae).
Meet at the Francis Peek Centre at 10am. Please email dulwichparkfriends@gmail.com if
you plan to attend.
4-7 August: La Luna Cinema, screening info and tickets here:
https://www.thelunacinema.com/venue/dulwich-park/
Pub in the Park and La Luna have previously acted professionally in the way they operate in
the park, but we ask you to write to us if you have any comments or concerns, so that we
can raise them with the organisers.

Little Owl spotted in Dulwich park
Quick on the draw, a park visitor caught this little owl on camera in the park:
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Dulwich Park Friends calendar 2023
Don’t forget that you are invited to send us your favourite pictures of the park for
consideration for the calendar. Please send us a high resolution photo in landscape format –
those taken on a modern smart phone are usually adequate – and let us know the month of
the picture and whether you are happy for your name to be published as the photographer.
Thank you as always for your support – it’s what keeps the team motivated! If you have any
comments or ideas for the park, please drop us a line to dulwichparkfriends@gmail.com
Best wishes from

Dulwich Park Friends
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