dulwichparkfriends@gmail.com
http://dulwichparkfriends.org.uk
Dear Friends,

Late Summer 2021

Tend the Park 2nd October 10am-1pm
If you love the rhododendrons and other mature shrubs in the park, you will have noticed
how this season bindweed and brambles have run rampant over them. We need your help
to try and make an impact on that.
If you would like to get in there and take vengeance on these super-thrivers, come along
and join us with Rob May, Head Gardener, next Saturday. We will meet at 10am at the café,
but if you arrive late you can ring Trevor on 07967 000546 for the location of where we are
working. Long sleeves, trousers and stout gloves and shoes essential. Free hot drinks
courtesy of our friends Colicci at the café.
Your committee – AGM and Review of the Year
The Friends’ Review of the Year and Annual General Meeting took place online on Tuesday
25th May, with an interesting talk by Head Gardener Rob May about the horticulture of the
park and his plans for the future.
The committee elected for 2021-22 is as follows:

Emily Montague – Chair
Jill Gauntlett – Vice-chair
Stephen Henden - Treasurer
Neil Ellis – membership
Stella Plumbridge – website
Roland Green
Trevor Moore
Jackie Prescott

Plans for incorporation as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)
Since Dulwich Park Friends (DPF) was established over 25 years ago it has operated
relatively informally with a basic constitution, although it is a registered charity. However,
since 2013, it has been possible for a charity such as DPF to be incorporated as a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO). The main advantages of doing this are the ability for the
charity to enter into contracts in its own right, rather than through the named trustees, as
well as the fact that a CIO brings similar benefits to those of a limited company.
Because a CIO is a more appropriate and modern form of body for DPF, we intend to
establish one with the Charity Commission, following their model constitution as our guide.
The aims and objectives of DPF will not be altered by this step.
We are aiming to have the new body up and running before the end of this year and so plan
to have a meeting to seek the confirmation of members to this change, around November
2021. Once the CIO is up and running we will be asking you to change the details on your
existing standing order or direct debit so that future payments are made to the CIO’s bank
account.
We will be in touch with the detail on the practical steps that you will be asked to take in
due course. In the meantime, if you are interested in reading more about CIOs, the Charity
Commission has a good web site with background information.
Throw away your wellies?
You may have seen the new board walk (pic) being
constructed along the muddiest parts of the perimeter of
the park between Court Lane and Firemen's Alley. This
should make that part of the perimeter path accessible all
year round. Thanks to a Cleaner, Greener Safer grant from
Southwark, an ecology grant, and funds from the Friends.
Over time, we hope to procure funding to add a
boardwalk on the southern part of the perimeter path.
Dulwich Park Friends calendar 2022
Last year we produced our first Dulwich Park Friends
calendar - we are planning one again towards the end of this
year, in time for Christmas.
We will aim to keep the price at a reasonable level (last year
we managed to offer it for £5) so if you would like to preorder one or more calendars please email Dulwich Park
Friends at DulwichParkFriends@gmail.com. Indications of
interest will help us work out how many to print.
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Also, there is still of course time to send us your favourite pictures of the park for
consideration for the calendar. Please send us a high resolution photo – those taken on a
modern smart phone are usually adequate – and let us know the month of the picture and
whether you are happy for your name to be published as the photographer.
Litter picking
We completed the final litter pick after the
August bank holiday. This year the litter
picking season started in early May and
involved a team of Dulwich Park Friends
spending an hour and a half clearing the park
on Monday mornings, followed by a coffee
supplied by the park cafe.
A huge thank you to all of you who joined for
any of these sessions – we had more than
twenty different volunteers over the months
of litter-picking - it was very much
appreciated and definitely cheered the park team up. Special thanks to those who attended
virtually every session in the season!
As an additional thank you to the litter pickers we would like to offer them a Dulwich Park
calendar when they are ready later in the year - so if you were part of the team and would
like one please email Dulwich Park Friends at DulwichParkFriends@gmail.com
A Fair success!
Dulwich Park Fair finally took place on Sunday 5th September, after an interval of twentyeight months. Two Southwark Neighbourhoods Grants had been awarded that helped
bolster the finances of the event - £2,250 towards the overall costs, and £625 towards the
expenses of the splendid
concert bands that
performed on the day.
As usual, the Friends
provided a team of
volunteers to work alongside
the Southwark team to
administer and help run the
event on the day. As luck
would have it, the event
took place in glorious
sunshine. The large crowd
enjoyed many of the
favourites, like the magician,
Vauxhall City Farm, Donna
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Maria and the Maypole, and Punch and Judy, alongside newcomers Adrenaline Rush – a bit
like paintballing but with lasers instead. Although Bond’s fair had to cancel their usual large
funfair, they brought two carousels for the little ones that had perpetual queues throughout
the event. The ever-popular dog show raised £230 for Blue Cross. Four magnificent bands
provided jazz and swing to enliven the afternoon: The Fabulous Honeys, Lambeth Wind
Orchestra, Lewisham Concert Band and South London Symphonic Winds.
Thanks to the Southwark Team led by Will Walpole and Robert Roach, and to our large team
of volunteers – without them, the event simply would not happen.
Pub in the Park
Pub in the park ran a successful commercial event in June and attracted crowds of up to
4,000 a session. However, inevitably, there were complaints about noise from local
residents and there was some damage to the sports fields, which have since been resown. Pub in the Park has been granted a three year licence by Southwark Council and we
hope to work with them to ensure better consultation with local groups for the event in
June next year. It is of course always open to individuals to make comments to the Council.

Thank you as always for your support – it’s what keeps the team motivated! If you have any
comments or ideas for the park, drop us a line to dulwichparkfriends@gmail.com

Dulwich Park Friends
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