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http://dulwichparkfriends.org.uk

Dear Member,

Spring 2019

Review of the Year and Annual General Meeting – 24th April at 7pm
*PLEASE COME ALONG - WE WELCOME YOUR SUPPORT*
The Friends’ Review of the Year and Annual General Meeting will take place on
Wednesday 24th April at 7pm in the Francis Peek Centre (the community building
adjacent to the car park) – this letter is formal notice for that purpose.
Do come and hear about yet another eventful and productive year. There will be a
short talk by sculptor Joss Smith and Friends’ committee member Neil Ellis about a
possible wood-carving project in the park, using one of the existing in situ tree
stumps. Members may also like to discuss Southwark’s car parking charges
consultation (see below).
The proceedings typically last an hour or so, with questions and input welcome.
Please join us for a glass of wine and a chat afterwards.
Your Committee
Sigrid Collins has retired
as a committee member
after countless years of
valuable commitment to
the Friends, many as
Treasurer. We should like
to express our thanks for
her limitless enthusiasm
for the Friends’ initiatives
for the park, as well as for
her generous hospitality
in hosting our committee
meetings.
The remaining members
of the committee have
agreed to stand for reelection. We are also

delighted to have three new committee members who were co-opted during the
year and now stand with existing committee members for election, as follows:
Emily Montague – Chair

Neil Ellis

Trevor Moore – Vicechair

Roland Green

Michelle Pearce –
Treasurer
Jackie Prescott –
membership

Yasmin Hashmi
Stephen Henden
Stella Plumbridge – website

In view of changes made to the constitution in 2013, the consent of the AGM is
required for several members of the committee to continue in the same designated
roles beyond the four years they have already been in place.
If you have an item of business, please contact the Chair, Emily Montague, on
07800 765338 as soon as possible and in any event well in advance of the meeting.

Dig the Park – Saturday 6th April 10am-1pm: Rhododendrons
The original planting of the American Garden
took place at the park’s inception in 1890. Be
part of the park’s future heritage by planting
for the next century.
On 6th April we will continue the good work of
re-stocking the American Garden beds with
new rhododendron plants. You will have
noticed the considerable work undertaken in
the last two years to clear the unwanted
undergrowth – primarily brambles – in the
area, as well as the cutting back of the existing
shrubs. We have a number of corporate teams
to thank for this clearance work, organised by
idverde’s Development Officer Andy Robinson.

Meet at the park café at 10am – stout shoes and gloves essential.
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Head Gardener - ‘au revoir’ Gerry Kelsey and ‘hello’ Natalie Meredith
The park’s muchtreasured Head Gardener
of the park, Gerry Kelsey,
is leaving on 22nd March
to take up the post of
Head Gardener at the
Olympic Park.
We wish Gerry well in this
exciting new role. Gerry
has been a key stalwart in
supervising the Friends’
monthly ‘Dig the Park’
efforts.

Gerry forged an excellent working relationship with the
Friends, becoming a friend along the way too, so a visit to
the Olympic Park to catch up with him will be on the
agenda before too long.
Natalie Meredith (left), who will be familiar to many of
you already, takes over as interim Head Gardener
following Gerry’s departure. This is a remarkable
achievement for Natalie, who joined the park as an
apprentice in 2012. She has always been supportive of
the Friends and we wish her well and look forward to
working with her.

Parking charges within the park
Thanks to everyone who responded to our email of 3rd March regarding Southwark’s
proposal to introduce car parking charges in parks, borough-wide.
Emily Montague and Trevor Moore met with park management and local councillors
Andy Simmons, Margy Newens and Richard Leeming on 8th March. They agreed
council officers should have informed us earlier of plans to charge for parking and
that the report published had a number of errors and some ambiguity.
They acknowledged that the main driver is to raise funds and that other cost cutting
measures have been explored (reducing litter clearance, relaxing mowing regimes,
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more commercial events, less staff etc). They said the revenue
raised will prevent further cuts to the Park's budget.
The upshot of the Friends’ (and others’) contact with the relevant
cabinet member Rebecca Lury is that the process has been delayed.
The Council will be undertaking a six week consultation from 1st
April-13th May. The latest information we have is at this Southwark
link:
http://moderngov.southwark.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=6725
It is unlikely that there will be a unanimous view among members of the Friends. We
urge you to make your own individual response to the consultation if you have views
you would like taken into account. Bear in mind that the ‘in principle’ decision to
introduce charges has been made, but valid and constructive input should influence
the manner in which, and on what basis, the charges are introduced.
The Friends will of course be responding to the formal consultation when it goes live.
In that process, in addition to any others that arise from the nature of the questions,
we will repeat points made at the meeting with councillors. We asked:
•

•
•
•

that each park be looked at separately because they all have very different
parking issues - in particular Dulwich Park has poor public transport options
and is surrounded by residential streets without CPZ
how the £200,000 revenue has been estimated because it is a key figure
that local residents and resident associations, who undoubtedly would be
affected by displacement of cars, be included in the consultation
that if parking charges were introduced options such as free parking for the
first 2 hours, annual permits and free days should be considered.

Dulwich Park Fair – Sunday 19th May 12-5pm
As always, the Friends are providing volunteer help to Southwark Council - and in
particular the park management Will Walpole and Robert Roach - to organise the
Dulwich Park Fair.
The traditional country style fair will have all the popular attractions such as the
Vauxhall City Farm, Maypole dancing, Punch and Judy and the Magician. The stage
by the café will feature local musicians, choirs and dance acts of all ages.
World foods, from traditional British to Thai cuisine, will tempt your palate, alongside
interesting craft and charity stalls and a chance to sample craft beer and cider.
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HELP! We need volunteers for stewarding duties, alongside the professional
resources, from 8am-midday and from 4.30-6pm. Please do volunteer and help us to
make the fair a resounding success again. It’s good fun!
Ring Emily Montague on 07800 765338 if you can come along.
There is no parking within the park itself on the day of the fair, and the surrounding
streets will be hectic – so we’d recommend walking or coming by public transport if
possible. Admission Free.

Knowing your apples from your pears – orchard pruning in the park
The small orchard in the park (alongside the tennis
courts and adjoining the main carriageway from Court
Lane Gate to College Gate) has had the start of a
makeover. On 28th February Jack McCrickard of The
Orchard Project coached a small group of volunteers
(including our Chair, Emily Montague – see pic) in
pruning some of the fruit trees in the orchard planted by
volunteers around a decade ago.
Jack gave us some helpful information about the correct
time for pruning – February being fine for the apple,
pear and medlar trees; but for stoned fruit varieties such
as plum and cherry we should wait until May.
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Accordingly, a second pruning session under Jack’s guidance is planned for Monday
20th May from 9-12pm, for anyone who would like to join us – meet at the orchard.
Stout shoes and gloves, with trousers and long-sleeved shirt recommended.
Read about The Orchard Project’s work here: https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk

Dave (‘the birdman’) Clark writes on nature
Dave Clark regularly carries out a bird count within the park, to feed into a national
database. He comments: “Watch out and listen for our regular migrant species in
the coming weeks, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler and Blackcap, particularly around the
lake and within the American Garden.”
Dave has carried out considerable research into the benefits of nature for us
humans, in the urban environment.
Below are links to two articles he wrote for Greenworld, the first is The Importance
of Urban Areas for Nature, about engaging with urban ecosystems, the second
entitled Engaging with Nature, in which Dave calls on us to enjoy the benefits of
taking the time to switch off every once in a while and get back to nature…
https://greenworld.org.uk/article/importance-urban-areas-nature
https://greenworld.org.uk/article/engaging-nature

Wrong about the pong…
The park staff have received several comments about the
smell of the mulch used to fertilise various areas of the
park, including the American Garden. Park users have
wrongly surmised that the mulch contains a mixture of
compost and manure. Andy Robinson of idverde has
confirmed that all of the mulch used in the park comes
from green waste gathered from within it. There is no
added material such as horse manure. It just pongs naturally…

City Nature Challenge – 26th-29th April
City Nature Challenge began on the west coast of America in 2016, but has now
become international. Cities around the world will be competing to see who can
make the most observations of nature, find the most species, and engage the most
people in the 2019 City Nature Challenge. If you are interested in taking part, there
is more information here:
http://citynaturechallenge.org
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Dulwich Bowling Green – fancy a go?

The Dulwich Park Bowls Club is very keen to welcome new members of any age,
experienced in bowls or not, in short anyone able to bowl a wood. They can lend
newcomers a set of bowls and give a grounding in the game. The only initial dress
requirement is to wear flat shoes – our splendidly maintained lawn asks for a certain
respect.
At £25 for a season, the club offers perhaps the cheapest sporting deal available
beyond jogging – but you could do that as well!
For enquiries, contact Alan Gilbert a.gilbert@ucl.ac.uk or 020 8693 4894

Best regards,
Dulwich Park Friends
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