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Dear Member,
Review of the Year and AGM - Your Committee

At the Friends’ Review of the Year and Annual General Meeting the following committee
members were elected:

Emily Montague – Chair
Trevor Moore – Vice- chair
Michelle Pearce – Treasurer
Jackie Prescott – membership
Sigrid Collins
Yasmin Hashmi
Stella Plumbridge - website

The team from Baker McKenzie
We also have three potential new committee members who may be co-opted. More in the
next newsletter.
Andy Robinson, Community Development Manager for the grounds maintenance
contractor, idverde, gave an inspiring talk at the AGM about the excellent work he has been
procuring with volunteer groups from large organisations. Continuing that good work, since
the AGM you may have noticed a group from law firm Baker McKenzie busy replenishing
and levelling the sand in the horseride (see above).

Dulwich Park Fair – another rip-roaring success
With magnificent weather on the day, Dulwich Park Fair attracted possibly – there is no
head count - the largest crowd ever to enjoy the entertainment, retail stalls, charity pitches
and eclectic mix of foods of the world (pic below by Jody Kingzett). As in previous years, a
team of volunteers from the Friends worked with Southwark over several months to make
the day a success.

The Southwark team, led by Will Walpole and Robert Roach, worked full-on from 6am-8pm,
so huge thanks are due to them for leading the event. Meanwhile, our Chair Emily
Montague not only co-ordinated the bookings for fifty stalls, thirty pitches, fourteen
caterers and a host of entertainers, she was MC for the local performers on the small stage
near the café.
Many thanks also to the park café operators, Colicci, for providing willing assistance in many
different ways, as well as providing free lunches for the volunteers.

Follow up on Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) – dog-related anti-social
behaviour
On 19th March a Public Space Protection Order issued by Southwark Council came into
effect. There has been some confusion in the minds of park users as to what the practical
implications of this are for Dulwich Park. The Friends spent some time with Will Walpole,
the Contract and Service Manager for south of the borough. Here is the summary of that
discussion:
•
Pick up after your dog or face £100 fixed penalty fine (up to £1,000 if taken to court
and £400 for giving false details)
•
Have a maximum of six dogs per handler and a maximum of 3 dogs off the lead at
any one time
•
Put your dog on a lead when instructed to do so by an authorised officer or face a
£100 penalty fine
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For further information go to http://www.southwark.gov.uk/parks-and-open-spaces/publicspace-protection-orders-pspos-regulations

What does this mean for Dulwich Park?
Dogs are not allowed in the playground, the bowling green, the wildlife enclosure, the
tennis courts or on the sport pitches when in use.
Dogs must be on a lead within the central area of the park. This includes
around the lake, the café and within the American Garden.
The perimeter path is a dog exercise area but when the sports field is in
use then dogs must be kept from straying onto the pitches and you may
be asked to put your dog on the lead if it does.
The carriageway is a popular dog walking area (particularly in Winter if the perimeter path is
waterlogged) but you may be asked to put your dog on the lead if it is worrying horses using
the horse ride, barking at other park users or stealing from picnickers using the fields
opposite the café, the playground or the bowling green for example.

“Tinseltown” 11am-7pm 16th-17th June 2018
Members may have seen notices around
the park relating to an event on 16th and
17th June, called Tinseltown – described as
a family festival. You can find out more
about it here:
https://www.familiesonline.co.uk/local/so
uthwark/whats-on/tinseltown--dulwhich119318
The Friends took part in a consultation about the event with Southwark Council Events team
and the Dulwich Society and raised concerns/suggestions that included:
•
Protecting the Grade II listed gates from large vehicles, which should be escorted
into the park at 5mph..
•
Ground / grass protection mats, depending on weather conditions
•
noise levels from the event should be set at levels below 75 db and must be
monitored because Dulwich Park is surrounded by residential property - times of the
Festival (11am to 7pm) should be strictly enforced.
•
the traffic impact on surrounding roads and Dulwich Park car park - Traffic
Enforcement and the local police will need to be informed and be on patrol over the

weekend.
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Diversity in nature – Canalag Geese?
Our Chair Emily spotted a pair of goslings in the park
that are the result of cross-breeding between a
Canada Goose and a Greylag Goose. Local expert
Dave Clark (who monitors bird numbers in the park)
comments:
“Generally in the bird world cross breeding does not
occur successfully in the wild, except for Geese and
some ducks.
It will be interesting to see how the offspring
develop – they usually have the most obvious changes on their faces and necks. Most of the
evidence at the moment suggests that fertility of the offspring is affected negatively,
particularly for female offspring.”

Blooming bluebells!
After all that hard work of volunteers
planting another 13,000 bulbs last
autumn, the heritage bluebells put on a
colourful display in amongst the
rhododendrons in the American Garden
in early May. Thank you to everyone
who took part.
We will doubtless continue this project
for a third year in the autumn, so do join
us next time…
Name that Tree…
If you don’t know your swamp cypress from your cypress oak, help is at hand –
working with The Dulwich Society, the Friends are about to embark on a labeling
exercise involving ninety-two trees in the park – a fuller report will appear in the next
newsletter.
Best regards,
Dulwich Park Friends
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