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65,000 bulbs planted

DPF and their helpers have
planted more than 65,000
bulbs, some of which have
already flowered, and others
are now coming into flower
throughout the park.
Our
picture (right) shows Friends
and park staff taking a
welcome break during one of
the Dig the Park sessions.
It may have been a cold, miserable
Easter, but the delicate snake's
head fritillaries (left) planted by
the Friends have started to come
through in the American Garden.
Take care if you go to look at them
– they are hard to spot and rather
too easy to crush underfoot.
Dig the Park volunteers have included
Southwark councillors Robin Crookshank
Hilton and Nick Vineall, right. Of course,
bulb planting is only one part of the Dig the
Park. Three-quarters of the park perimeter
is now hedged, and the final hedge planting
session will take place on Sat 12 April,
10.00am-1.00pm. We are using only
native hedgerow species, including young
plants that have seeded from the
hedgerows already planted.
DPF subscription reminder If you pay annually, please check that you have sent us
this year's subscription fee (£5 for families, £3 for individuals). It costs us a lot in time
and effort to chase up late subscriptions. If you currently pay annually but would like
to do so by standing order, contact us (see p4) for a form.

Join us at our Annual General Meeting
This year's AGM will take place on Wed 30 April at 7.00pm at
the Francis Peek Centre in the park.
Everyone is welcome, and our budget
stretches to the odd glass of wine or a
soft drink. Our guest speaker is Ric
Glenn (left), the park's new head
Ric has many years
gardener.
experience of park planting, both here
and in his native Australia. As well as
Ric's talk, find out how we've spent your
subscriptions and what our plans are for
the next 12 months. Do come along!

College Lodge

We're pleased to let you know that strategic planning issues
concerning College Lodge have at last been resolved, so that the
change of use can now go ahead. The Council has agreed to pay
for all capital works to the lodge, which is a listed building but
now in a poor state of repair.
There are two potential tenants for the lodge, who are currently
resubmitting their applications to the Council. The decision will
be taken by a steering group including members of the Council,
park management and DPF. We hope to give you news in our
next edition, but meanwhile, an architect is drawing up plans to
convert the lodge in keeping with its listed status.

Very important guest!

James Purnell, Secretary of State for Media, Culture and Sport
(successor to Tessa Jowell), walked around Dulwich Park with DPF
chairman Robert Johnson recently. He was impressed with the
work the Friends have done – he knows the park, having lived in
the area a few years ago, and could see the considerable
improvements that have been made.

Boating on the lake

Like many others in the community, DPF would love to see boats
on the lake again this summer. The Council wants the operator
to run boats on Southwark Park lake as well as Dulwich, but as
Southwark Park is not as profitable, this has become a stumbling
block. We are working with the operator and the Council to
review the situation.

Dulwich Park Fair

On Sunday 18 May at 12pm-6pm, the Dulwich
Park Fair, organised by Dulwich Park Friends, will be
held in the park to mark the final day of the Dulwich
Festival. It will be very much a community event, as
the Council is providing only £1,000 of funding, but
many local shops and businesses have already
stepped in to help us out. The exciting programme
of events is still being finalised but there will be a
mad hatter's tea party, a children's mosaic & pottery
workshop, a wood turning demonstration, kung fu action, an otter
tank (if someone will lend us an old bath!), a steam fair and a wide
range of music from our local schools, as well as plenty of good food
and drink.
If you are interested in promoting a local business at the fair or
taking a stall (whether it be commercial or for a good cause), please
email events@dulwichparkfriends.org.uk for details. Charities can
have a free area in the marquee, but please sell something people
want or hold a tombola, raffle or similar, as well as promoting your
organisation.
Please help us to put up stalls from 9am-11am on Sun 18
May. DPF and park staff will be there, of course, but this is a
community event and we need your help. If you can join us, phone
Robert Johnson on (020) 8693 2034 or use the contacts at the end of
this newsletter.

Cleaner Greener Safer (CGS)

An update on Southwark's CGS items for which we landed funding
last year: the bulbs have been planted; we are working with Ben
Dewhurst from the Trust for Urban Ecology (TRUE) on planting the
lake and consolidating the reed bed started last year (we'll need
volunteers to help with the planting on 4 & 5 June – more in our next
newsletter); we're discussing the recirculation pump for the lake with
the Southwark waterways officer; and the decision as to where to
have the water fountain has yet to be reached.
We are working on this year's CGS bid, which will include a smaller
bulb planting schedule and other 'dig the park' projects; a heritage
fruit and nut orchard; and a new boating kiosk with drawbridge on
the existing foundations in the lake.
Dulwich Going Greener is applying for solar-powered electrical
sockets for ice cream vans in the park, and the Dulwich Society is
applying for a kingfisher bank on the rivulet, both of which DPF
supports.

Who's using the Francis Peek Centre

The Francis Peek Centre in Dulwich Park (run by Southwark
Council) opened for business last summer. The building is open
from 9am to 7pm from 1 April. Current users include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

London Wildlife Trust (www.wildlondon.org.uk)
Monkey Music (www.monkeymusic.co.uk)
Caterpillar Music (www.caterpillarmusic.com)
Pilates for the over-60s (www.pilatesclub.co.uk)
Salsa Babies (www.salsababies.co.uk)
Whippersnappers (www.whippersnappers.org)

Space is available for hire on Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
afternoons and/or evenings until 7pm (ideal for after-school
activities), except every fourth Friday when Dulwich Picture
Gallery uses the building. If you are interested in booking the
Centre, contact Gerald Moynihan on 020 7525 1052, or email
gerald.moynihan@southwark.gov.uk.

Winter Garden visitor

On a warm, sunny 12 February, a newly-hatched
red admiral butterfly (always one of the first to
appear) was spotted drinking nectar on the
fragrant daphne and winter honeysuckle in the
park's Winter Garden, feeding and sunning its
wings for more than 20 minutes.

Incidents in the park

Please let us know about any unpleasant incidents in the park
(contacts below). The more we know, the more we can lobby the
Council to improve the warden service and local community
policing. Anything reported will remain completely confidential.

Help us to save money (and the environment)

If you are happy to receive this newsletter electronically, please
email clbm@btinternet.com with the subject line 'DPF newsletter'.
Remember to give your name and address so that we can find
you on our membership database.
Contact us if you need information or wish to report an incident
By email: chair@dulwichparkfriends.org.uk
By post: PO Box 16860, London SE21 7ZQ
Via the website: www.dulwichparkfriends.org.uk
Registered charity no. 1067472

