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Dear Member,
Dig the Park - Saturday 7th May from 10am-1pm
Please come and join the next Dig the Park initiative on 7th May, when we will be
planting a variety of species near the bowling green. These include pittosporum,
photinia, acanthus and several varieties of geranium.
We meet at the Francis Peek Centre (car park side) at 10am. If you arrive later, ring
07967 000546 to locate us. Please wear stout shoes and bring some gardening
gloves if you have them – we have spares.
Many Hands Make Light Work
You may have noticed small teams of workers in the
park on a regular basis, wearing orange or yellow gilets.
These teams are from different sources, but have all
been making a noticeable impact.
The Community Payback team have begun work on a
bounded perimeter path (see pic), which is being filled
with woodchip. This is expected to make a significant
impact on the usability of the path, especially in wetter
weather. A corporate team, expected to be from
Apple, will continue some of that work on their day in
the park in mid-April.
Meanwhile, you may have noticed the dramatic impact
made by Jobseeker volunteers in The American Garden. Not only have they brought
the rampant brambles and ferns under control, they have also cut back considerable
quantities of dead plants and branches. Some appropriate replanting is planned in
due course, possibly with some spring bulbs to provide some early ground cover.

Review of the Year and Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 20th April at 7pm
The Friends’ Review of the Year and Annual
General Meeting will take place on Wednesday
20th April at 7pm in the Francis Peek Centre (the
community building adjacent to the car park) –
this letter is formal notice for that purpose.
Do come and hear about the eventful and
productive year we have had. This year’s meeting
will include a presentation from Helen Spring
about the history of the River Effra, which used
to flow from Crystal Palace to Vauxhall.
Helen is co-ordinator for the award-winning Lost Effra Project.
The proceedings typically last an hour or so, with questions and input welcome. Please join
us for a glass of wine and a chat afterwards.
Committee
Gainor Cooper and Ian McInnes have decided not to stand for re-election. Thanks to them
both for their much-valued insights into matters affecting the park, and to Gai for her role as
secretary over the years. The remaining members have agreed to stand for re-election, as
follows:
Emily Montague – Chair
Trevor Moore – Vice- chair
Michelle Pearce – Treasurer
Jackie Prescott – membership
and website
Sigrid Collins
Angela Wilkes
Stella Plumbridge and Yasmin Hashmi, both regular participants in our ‘Dig the Park’ events,
have offered to stand as committee members.
In view of changes made to the constitution in 2013, the consent of the AGM is required for
Emily Montague, Trevor Moore and Jackie Prescott to continue in the same designated roles
beyond the three years they have already been in place.
If you would like to stand for election or have an item of business, please contact the Chair,
Emily Montague, on 07800 765338 as soon as possible and in any event well in advance of
the meeting.
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Dulwich Park Fair – Sunday 15th May 12-5pm

Now in its 9th year, Dulwich Park Fair gets bigger and better each
year and this time will have a surprise performance from the Dulwich
Time Travel Project and the intriguingly-named ‘Hula Dollies’!

It is a traditional country style fair and
will have all the popular attractions such
as the Steam Fair rides, Vauxhall City
Farm, Maypole dancing, Punch and Judy
and the Magician. The stage by the café
will feature local musicians, brass bands,
choirs and dance acts of all ages. There
will be a great variety of food from roast
hog to Argentinian steaks to fresh
crepes, interesting craft and charity
stalls and a chance to sample local
beers, wines and cider.
As always, the Friends are providing volunteer help to Southwark Council, both in
procuring the Fair and on the day itself. We need volunteers to help with marshalling
from 8.30am-12.00pm and from 4.30pm -6.00pm. If you can spare some time please
contact Trevor Moore on 07967 000546 – it can’t happen without us!

Please call or drop us a line if there is anything you would like to discuss. Our email address
is above, and The Friends now have a designated postbox in the Francis Peek Centre.
Dulwich Park Friends

The images on the next page of a cormorant and a parakeet in Dulwich Park were taken
by professional wildlife photographer Paul Alistair Collins and are reproduced by
permission
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